2019 Society for the History of Astronomy
Spring Conference at St Anne’s College University of
Oxford
Friday 12th April & Saturday 13th April.
A Joint event between SHA, the Paris Observatory and
the Astronomical Society of France (SAF)

SHA Spring Conference Oxford 2019
Friday 12th April 09:30 – 16:15pm
Walking Tour of Astronomical Oxford –
£17 Fee to SHA & Limited to 30 places only Due to Site
Access restrictions. Pre-Booking & Payment on Day
Time
Approx

09:15
09.30
to
10.30
09:30
to
10.30

Group Number
Morning April 12th
All 30 Attendees
Group 1 (15 )
Red Badge

Tour Visit
Subject to change or alteration.
All Meet at (TBC)
Museum of the History of Science & Library
(Tour Guide TBC & Lee Macdonald)

Group 2 (15)
Green Badge

Radcliffe Observatory
(Tour Guides – Jeff Burley & Roger Hutchins)

10:45
to
12:15
10.45
to
12:15
12:15
to
14:15

Group 1
Red badge

Radcliffe Observatory
(Tour Guides – Jeff Burley & Roger Hutchins)

14:15
13.30
14:15
to
16:15

All 30 Attendees
Afternoon April 12th

16:15

Tour Ends

18:30
to
21:00

Evening Formal
Dinner at
St.Anne’s College

Group 2
Green Badge
Lunch Break
Both Groups together.

Both Groups.
Keep together please.

Museum of the History of Science & Library
(Tour Guides TBC & Lee Macdonald)
Pierre Victoire – 9 Little Clarendon Street.
(Attendees to pay for own meals)
Meet Outside Pierre Victoire
Walking Tour of places of astronomical interest within
Oxford to include visit to Christ Church Library (TBC)
Tour Guides, Christopher Taylor, Roger Hutchins &
Dr Allan Chapman ( TBC)

Please see main booking form for
Arrangements, menu, and separate fee.

With Appreciation to all our Guides and Venues today.

This is a joint event between the SHA, the Paris Observatory and the Astronomical Society of France (SAF)
Please make you own arrangements during the tour for am/pm refreshments, and there is a Group lunch interval,
but please make your own arrangements to pay for lunch. Tour is limited to 30 due to restrictions to museums
and other buildings. Deadline for Bookings is Friday March 29th 2019 Booking required, at £17 per person
for SHA members only. Once booking confirmed, Payment on Day. Please note Times above are only a guide
and subject to alteration at short notice.
To pre-register use booking form or please contact Gerard Gilligan at meetings@shastro.org.uk

Friday Evening Dinner – 19:30pm 12th April 2019
Main Dining Hall, St Anne’s College, University of Oxford.

 Stilton and Cranberry Filo Tart with Herb Salad and Walnut
Dressing
~
 Pepper Crusted Fillet of Beef with Balsamic Glazed Shallots and
Port Wine Jus

~
 Strawberry and Blackcurrant Delice
~

VEGETARIAN MAIN COURSES

~
 Roast Vegetable and Tofu Stack with Broccoli Pesto
~
Dietary options are available only to those who have requested them in advance.
Cheeses may be unpasteurised. Genetically modified food is excluded. Some menu
items contain allergenic ingredients such as nuts.
There is a small risk that traces of these may be in other dishes or foods. If you
have such an allergy, or other dietary need, your help is requested: please consult
the Duty Hall Supervisor via Meeting coordinator.
Dress: informal but smart please.

SHA Spring Conference Oxford 2019

Saturday April 13th
Tsuzuki Lecture Theatre, St Anne’s College, Woodstock Road,
Oxford, OX2 6HS
Time

Speaker

Subject
REGISTRATION – Morning Refreshments

09.30 - 10.00

Morning Refreshments will be available in Foyer A Ruth Beech
Building.

10.00

Gerard Gilligan, Chairman,
SHA

Welcome to the St Anne’s Oxford
(Fire Regulations & Housekeeping etc.)
All timings are approx.

Bill Sheehan USA
10.00 - 11.00

(Hon Member SHA)
Ian Ridpath UK

11.00 - 12:00

13.00 - 14.00

(SHA)
Pre-booked ticket issued
and pre-paid buffet lunch
provided
Otherwise delegates are
asked to make their own
arrangements.
Gerard Gilligan

14.00

14.45 - 15.30

A Tale of Three Williams – the Mirror
Making/Testing Techniques of Herschel, Rosse,
& Lassell
LUNCH BREAK - Dining Hall
Please request any dietary alternatives

Welcome back

Chairman SHA

Jean-Claude Berçu Fr.
14.00 - 14.45

A History of the Constellations

(SHA)
Bob Bower UK

12.00 - 13.00

The Discovery of the Outer Planets

Donati’s Comet.

(Société Astronomique de
France)

Suzanne Débarbat Fr.
(CNRS)

Le Verrier, Arago, and the Bureau des
Longitudes

(SHA & Observatoire de Paris)

AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS
15.30 - 16.00

Tea or coffee and biscuits will be provided
Foyer A Ruth Deech Bulding

16.00 to 17.00

David Valls-Gabaud Fr.
(CNRS)

Herschel’s Least Known Telescope

(Société Astronomique de
France)
17.00

Gerard Gilligan

CONCLUSIONS & DISPERSAL

(Approx Finish)

Chairman SHA

Safe Journey home and Thank you.

This is a joint event between the SHA, the Paris Observatory and the Astronomical Society of France (SAF)
Tea & Coffee plus refreshments will be provided in the morning and afternoon. Buffet lunch will be
provided but pre-booking and payment in advance is required. Lunch Tickets will be issued, otherwise
please make your own arrangements. Conference Booking and Payment in Advance Please, at £10 per
person for members, £15 per person for non-members, to subsidise room hire and catering, helps enormously
to facilitate arrangements –
To pre-register using booking form or please contact Gerard Gilligan meetings@shastro.org.uk

Our Conference Speakers and their Presentations
Saturday April 13th.
Image: David Sellers.

Bill Sheehan is a noted historian of astronomy, writer, and
amateur astronomer, who has been active with the Society for the
History of Astronomy from its inception. He was Cox Memorial
lecturer in 2015, where he spoke on the history of Mars
observations.
A native of Minnesota, USA, he retired from his professional
work as a psychiatrist this past May, and now lives in Flagstaff,
Arizona. Among his numerous books are: Planets and Perception
(1988), The Immortal Fire Within: the life and work of Edward Emerson Barnard
(1995), The Planet Mars (1996), In Search of Planet Vulcan (with Richard Baum,
1997), Epic Moon: a history of lunar exploration in the age of the telescope (with
Thomas A. Dobbins, 2001), Transits of Venus (with John Westfall, 2004), and
Discovering Pluto: exploration at the edge of the Solar System (with Dale P.
Cruikshank, 2018). His most recent book is Mercury, published by Reaktion Books,
London. He is a past fellow of the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation and
a Gold Medallist of the Oriental Astronomical Association. Asteroid 16037 has been
named Sheehan in his honour.
Bill’s Presentation will be on the Outer Solar System, especially Uranus and
Neptune, their history of migrations across the Solar System, together with perhaps a
little thrown in on Pluto, the Kuiper belt, and the possible Planet Nine. It is meant as
an overview for a soon to be published new book.
In the library at the Royal Astronomical Society, London. Photo: Max
Alexander

Ian Ridpath is a full-time writer, editor, broadcaster,
and lecturer on astronomy and space since 1972.
Previously I worked for two years at the University of
London Observatory and then in publishing. I am a
Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society (Council
member 2004–07) and a member of the International
Astronomical Union (IAU), as well as a member of the
Society of Authors and of the Association of British
Science Writers. I run my own desktop publishing system for producing books and
magazines. I am currently editor of The Antiquarian Astronomer, the journal of the
Society for the History of Astronomy.
Stories of the stars - Constellations in myth, art and reality
Every night, a pageant of Greek mythology is enacted among the stars. Perseus flies to
the rescue of Princess Andromeda, mighty Orion faces the charge of Taurus the bull,
the herdsman Boötes chases the Great Bear around the celestial pole, and the god Zeus
flies along the Milky Way in the guise of a swan. This talk will recount these famous
legends, illustrated by classic works of art, and identify the constellations associated
with them. Using images from the world’s most powerful telescopes, we will look in
more detail at some of the fabulous objects that modern astronomers have discovered
in those same areas of sky, from the birthplaces of stars to black holes and distant
galaxies, which tell real-life stories that are every bit as fantastic as the ancient myths.

Image: Bob Bower & David Sellers.

Bob Bower - Bob is a former president of the
Ayrshire AS, and former SHA Chairman. He is an
active observer, but his first love is telescope
construction and the history thereto. His current
telescope project is a 16 inch Newtonian
binocular, using two portholes from a German
WW1 battlecruiser scuttled at Scapa Flow. His
historical research interest is the development of
the reflecting telescope, with emphasis on the
making/testing of speculum metal mirrors. He is a retired RAF officer and aerospace
company director.
A tale of three Williams
A comparative study of the different techniques employed by William Herschel,
William Parsons 3rd Earl of Rosse, and William Lassell in figuring and testing their
telescope mirrors. The talk will also explore what, if any, collaboration took place
between them. Primary, unpublished sources will be used where possible.
Image: Jean-Claude Bercu

Jean-Claude Bercu joined the Societe Astronomique de
France (SAF) in 1986. I retired in 2011 and I got fully involved
in the various activities of our association. As I have a keen
interest in the history of astronomy, including
archaeoastronomy, I became a member and now the chairman
of the History of Astronomy Committee. I am also a member
of the Sundial Committee. My other duties within the Societe
astronomique de France are: member of the Board and
assistant librarian.
Donati’s comet over Balliol and Trinity College, Oxford (5 October 1858)
A few years ago, I found on the Internet a Victorian transparency of Donati’s Comet
over Balliol College and Trinity College, Oxford, near the Star Arcturus, 5 October
1858. As I was about to stay in Oxford a few weeks later, I decided to check the
accuracy of the transparency and find the location of the painter. So I took some pictures
inside Balliol College and thanks to JPL Horizons website, I found the comet depicted
on the transparency was well in accordance with Horizons results. This led me to
become interested in this famous comet of 1858, a remarkable media and scientific
event, one of the first photographed comets.
Continued on next Page.

Image S. Débarbat.

Suzanne Débarbat’s carrier took place entirely
at the Observatoire de Paris, from 1953. From
1955 she was assistant, aide-astronome,
astronome adjoint and astronome titulaire,
astronome titulaire honoraire. She is Docteur
d’Etat and she was, director (1985-92) of a
research group (Systèmes de référence spatiotemporels/CNRS, 1985-92) and (1987-92) of the Département d’Astronomie
fondamentale of the Observatoire de Paris, nowadays Systèmes de référence tempsespace (SYRTE) to which she is attached from 1997. Among others, SD is a member
of: International astronomical union (Commission History of astronomy, president
1991-1994), Bureau des longitudes (President 2004-2005), Académie internationale
d’histoire des sciences.
Le Verrier, Arago and the Bureau des longitudes.
The Bureau des longitudes, was created in 1795, perhaps under the influence of the
British Board of Longitude, in existence from 1714. The Bureau des longitudes had to
take care of the Observatoire de Paris, still valid when, in 1834, Arago was nominated
directeur des observations. Then came, as directeur de l’Observatoire de Paris, Le
Verrier from 1854 to his death in 1877, after two years during which Delaunay replaced
him. These different periods, for the Bureau des longitudes, are recalled.

Dr. David Valls-Gabaud is Director of Research at CNRS and
works at Observatoire de Paris. Educated at the universities of
Madrid, Paris and Cambridge, he has held research positions in
Toronto, Cambridge, CFHT (Hawaii), and visiting positions at
ESO and Beijing (NAOC and IHEP). He was recently awarded
a Senior International Professorship by the Chinese Academy
of Sciences. His fields of expertise range from the cosmic
microwave background to stellar populations through galaxy
evolution, and gravitational lensing.

2019 SHA Spring Conference – Oxford April 12th – 13th .
USEFUL LINKS
 St Anne’s College, Oxford University, Bed & Breakfast accommodation.
http://www.st-annes.ox.ac.uk/conferences-bb/accommodation/bed-breakfastaccommodation
 Directions to Oxford and St Anne’s College.
http://www.st-annes.ox.ac.uk/about/find-us
 Welcome to Oxfordshire .
https://www.experienceoxfordshire.org/
 The Society for the History of Astronomy.
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/
 SHA – Survey of Astronomical History – Oxfordshire.
https://shasurvey.wordpress.com/england/oxfordshire/
 Museum of the History of Science
http://www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/
 MHS - Library
http://www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/collections/library/
 The Radcliffe Observatory.
https://www.gtc.ox.ac.uk/about-gtc/history-and-architecture/the-radcliffeobservatory.html


Hanwell Community Observatory

https://www.hanwellobservatory.org.uk/


The Polyolbion/Hanwell Project.

http://www.polyolbion.org.uk/Hanwell/Project.html

SHA 2019 Spring Conference - Oxford

