




Editorial 

Clive Davenhall 

The Reaper has again taken his toll and this 

issue of the Bulletin must again report the loss 

of colleagues closely associated with the 

Society. Roger Jones was a Councillor and 

Coordinator of the County Survey of 

Astronomical History from the Society's 

founding until he stepped down due to ill-health 

in the autumn of 2014. John Armitage was a 

long-standing member and well-known face at 

meetings who regularly contributed to the 

Bulletin before his health began to fail. We 

carry obituaries for both men inside. Both will 

be greatly missed and we extend our 

sympathies to their families and friends. 

This issue carries a varied collection of items, 

including the report of the 2013 Summer Picnic 

at the University of London Observatory in Mill 

Hill, London that was inadvertently omitted 

from the previous issue. It stands as Madeline 

Cox's final publication. We are extremely 

pleased to publish for the first time the 

complete text of a poem by Percival Lowell 

which seems to date from the fust half of the 

1890s, shortly after his interest had been 

captivated by the planet Mars. The manuscript 

was discovered by William Sheehan amongst 

Lowell's papers in the archives of the Lowell 

Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona. This poem is 

a genuine discovery and we are delighted that 

Dr Sheehan has agreed to publish it in the 

Bulletin. In his short contribution Bruce 

Vickery throws light on another long-standing 

puzzle. The birth date of James Bradley, the 

third Astronomer Royal, is unknown but has 

long been thought most likely to be during 

March 1693. 
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Mr Vickery presents documentary evidence that 

he was baptised on 3 October 1692 and so was 

probably born in the second half of September. 

Ian Poyser describes the construction of a 

replica of a telescope that King James VI and I 

presented to Tokugawa Ieyasu, Shogun of 

Japan, in 1613 as part of an exchange of gifts to 

initiate trade between the two countries. The 

telescope was very much 'new technology' in 

the second decade of the seventeenth century. It 

is perhaps not surprising that James VI and I 

was familiar with it; knowledge of the new 

invention had spread rapidly through the Courts 

of Europe following its invention in Holland in 

1608. Also while James VI and I is better 

known for his Daemonologie on demons and 

witchcraft he is surely the only British monarch 

to have written poetry about the Copernican 

system. As a young man he briefly met Tycho 

Brahe during a visit to Denmark to marry and 

bring his wife to Scotland. We also carry a good 

selection of book reviews and several exhibition 

reviews, including one of the magnificent 

Cosmonauts that recently ran at the Science 

Museum. 

Sadly this issue is my last as Editor of the 

Bulletin. Carolyn Kennett and Len Adam have 

kindly volunteered to take over as Joint Editors 

and they will produce issue 26. I hope that you 

will support them and the Bulletin by 

contributing articles, meeting reports, letters, 

book reviews etc. Without these contributions 

the Bulletin cannot thrive, and I am most 

grateful to everyone who has contributed in the 

past: thank you. I have a couple of reviews in 

preparation for issue 26. It only remains for me 

to wish Carolyn and Len good luck as Editors. 
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