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Dates for the Diary

2013

Imminent: Sat. 19 Oct. (revised date) SHA Autumn Conference and AGM, at the BMI in 
central Birmingham. Further details are given later in this eNews.

2014

Sat. 26 Apr. SHA Spring Conference, at Chetham’s Library, Manchester. Further details are 
given later in this eNews.

Sat. 3 May. BAA Historical Section Meeting, at the Friargate Quaker Centre in York. Further 
details to be advised at http://www.britastro.org/history/. SHA members are most welcome 
(non-SHA event). 

Sat. 28 Jun. Summer Picnic, Greenwich Park, Greenwich, London. It is hoped to include a 
tour of the Royal Observatory. Further details to be advised.

Sat. 25 Oct. SHA Autumn Conference and AGM, at the BMI in central Birmingham. Further 
details to be advised.
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Announcement

Gilbert Satterthwaite (22 May 1934 – 20 July 2013)

As many members will already know the Society’s 
Vice-Chairman Gilbert Satterthwaite died suddenly 
at his home in Kent on 20 July. He was 79.

Gilbert made an enormous contribution to the SHA, 
as well as to the history of astronomy, and indeed, 
astronomy generally, over a very long and productive 
life. And he was a thoroughly nice chap to boot: a 
natural gentleman in the very best sense of the term.  
He will be greatly missed.  
 
He served as Chairman of the Society from 2004 to 
2011, a post he fulfilled with distinction. Whether 
chairing conferences or Council meetings he was 
always knowledgeable and well organised, but 
friendly and welcoming, too. He was held in great 
affection by us all and has been a very hard act to 
follow. 

A full obituary will appear in issue 24 of the Bulletin.

Madeline Cox
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SHA news
 
Important: New Editor Sought for the eNews

I wish to stand down as Editor of the eNews, which I have edited since May 2010, in order to 
concentrate on the increasingly demanding Bulletin. Consequently a replacement Editor is 
sought to take over from the January 2014 issue. Currently the eNews appears four times per 
year (in early January, April, July and October). Its primary purpose is to keep members 
informed of the Society’s forthcoming events and activities. However, it also carries news of 
other events in the history of the astronomy that are likely to be of interest to members, such 
as non-SHA meetings, exhibitions and requests for information. The eNews is currently 
distributed entirely electronically in PDF format.

Editing the eNews is not onerous, but the topicality of the material means that it must be 
prepared promptly to schedule. The publication is under the overall superintendence of the 
SHA Council and the Editor liaises with Council members about the SHA material to carry. 
However, within the overall remit the Editor enjoys considerable freedom to innovate in 
matters of appearance and style (the issues that I have prepared look very different to the 
earlier ones prepared by Stuart Williams).

I am, of course, very happy to advise and assist an incoming Editor, as required. Anyone 
interested in this post should contact me in the first instance (contact details at the end of this 
eNews).

Clive Davenhall,
Editor, eNews.

Imminent: 2013 Autumn Conference and AGM

The 2013 SHA Autumn Conference and AGM to be held on Saturday 19 October (note the 
revised date, which is a week earlier than usual) is now imminent. Anyone planning to attend 
is strongly urged to pre-book as a matter of urgency (details below).

As usual the meeting will be held at the Birmingham and Midland Institute (BMI) in central 
Birmingham. Papers for the AGM will be circulated in advance and members are invited to 
raise any issues concerning the Society during the AGM. 

Tickets are £10 per person and should be booked in advance if at all possible, though 
attendees are very welcome to pre-register by e-mail (details below) and pay on the day. 
Guests or non-members are most welcome. Cheques should be made payable to ‘The Society 
for the History of Astronomy’ and sent to The Treasurer, Roger Hutchins, 5, Sandringham 
Close, Barkingside, Ilford, Essex IG6 1NU (note that Dr Hutchins has moved during last year 
and this is his current address). Alternatively pre-register by e-mail 
(roger.hutchins@btinternet.com) and pay on the day.
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The programme for the Autumn Conference is as follows:

09:30 Registration
10:00 Madeline Cox, Welcome and Introduction
10:15 Dr Bryn Jones, Welsh Astronomy
11.15 Frank Concannon, Markree Observatory, and Irish Astronomy in the Nineteenth
 Century
12:15 Lunch (not provided)
13:30 Madeline Cox, Welcome to the afternoon session
13:30 Madeline Cox, 2013 Annual General Meeting
14:30 Mike Leggett, Some Aspects of Norfolk Astronomy
15:15 Afternoon refreshments
15:45 Dr Allan Chapman, Measuring the Heavens and the Earth: Astronomy, Cartography,
 and Instruments
16:45 Madeline Cox, Concluding remarks
17:00 Close

Tea, coffee, cakes  and biscuits will be provided during the afternoon break. However, you 
should make your own arrangements for refreshments prior to the meeting and for lunch. The 
BMI has a cafe and there are numerous cafes and restaurants close by.

The BMI is conveniently located in central Birmingham, within ten minutes walk of New 
Street station. Its address is 9, Margaret Street, Birmingham, B3 3BS. Further details are 
available on its Web site at URL: http://www.bmi.org.uk.

2014 Meeting Programme

The Society’s meeting programme for 2014 is as follows:

 Sat. 26 Apr. Spring Conference, at Chetham’s Library, Manchester.
 Sat. 28 Jun. Summer Picnic, Greenwich Park, Greenwich, London.
 Sat. 25 Oct. Autumn Conference and AGM, at the BMI, Birmingham.

Details of the Spring Conference are given below. Details of the Summer Picnic and Autumn 
Conference will announced later in the year. However, it is hoped to arrange a tour of the 
Royal Observatory as part of the Summer Picnic. Please make a note of the date of any events 
that you are interested in attending in your diary.

In addition to the above programme, the Society hopes to hold at least one Library Open Day 
during 2014. Again details will be circulated later.
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2014 Spring Conference

The 2014 Spring Conference will be held on Saturday 26 April and will be a return visit to 
the magnificent setting of Chetham’s Library, Manchester. The programme for the meeting is 
as follows:

09:30 Registration
10:00 Dr Michael Powell and Dr Barry Henshall, Welcome
10:15 Paul Haley, Sir David Gill (1843-1914) – an Astronomer’s Centenary
11.00 Bob Bower, The Herschel’s Conic Quests: William's Optical Work on Specula, Based 
 upon his Logbooks
12:00 Lunch (not provided)
13:20 Madeline Cox, Welcome to the afternoon session
13:30 Dr Ken Elliott, Telescopes and Technology in the Twentieth Century – a Review of 
 How Technology has Changed the Way We Do Astronomy 
14:30 John Moffat, Dorothea Klumpke – Her Life and Legacy
15:15 Afternoon refreshments
15:45 Br Guy Consolmagno SJ, Jesuit Astronomy (TBC)
16:45 Madeline Cox, Concluding remarks
17:00 Close

Seating is strictly limited to a maximum of sixty-five persons and tickets must be pre-booked 
at a cost of £5.00 per SHA member or £10 per non-member. Cheques should be made 
payable to ‘The Society for the History of Astronomy’ and sent to Kevin Kilburn, 7 Folly 
Fields, Cheddleton, Leek, Staffordshire Moorlands, ST13 7BX (e-mail 
kevinkilburn@sky.com). Tickets will be allocated on a first come, first booked basis and 
availability should be checked (by e-mail to the above address) before sending cheques.

Lunch is not provided and there is no catering on-site at Chetham’s. However there are cafes 
and restaurants nearby.

Chetham’s Library was founded in 1653 and is the oldest public library in the English-
speaking world. The buildings that it occupies are themselves somewhat older, dating from 
the second quarter of the fifteenth century, and are the most complete late-medieval 
residential complex extant in North West England. The Library has a superb collection which 
includes Newton’s Principia, Flamsteed’s star catalogues and some papers by Jeremiah 
Horrocks and William Crabtree.

Chetham’s Library is adjacent to Victoria Station, less than fifteen minutes walk from 
Piccadilly Station and there is a tram service between the two stations. For further 
information see URL: http://www.chethams.org.uk/
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Council Meetings in 2013 and 2014

The following Council meetings have been held during 2013:

 Sat. 9 February,
 Sat. 8 June,
 Sat. 14 September.

The following Council meeting is scheduled for the remainder of the year:

 Sat. 23 November.

All the Council meetings during 2013 were held at the BMI, Birmingham. Currently the 
following Council meetings are scheduled for 2014, though the dates and venues are subject 
to change:

 Sat. 8 February, Godlee Observatory, Manchester
 Sat. 7 June, BMI, Birmingham
 Sat. 13 September, Institute of Astronomy, Cambridge,
 Sat. 22 November, BMI, Birmingham.

Provisionally these meetings will start at 1:30 pm. Council meetings are not open due to lack 
of space, but any member may attend by prior arrangement with the General Secretary. 
Similarly, if you have any issue that you would like to raise with Council then please contact 
the General Secretary in advance (contact details at the end of this eNews).

SHA Web site

The URL of the Society’s Web site is:

 http://www.shastro.org.uk/

which supersedes any other URL previously advised.
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The Antiquarian Astronomer

The most recent issue of The Antiquarian Astronomer, volume 7, was circulated to members 
during May. If you have not received a copy and believe that you should have done then 
please contact Bob Bower in the first instance (contact details at the end of this eNews).

The next issue of The Antiquarian Astronomer, volume 8, is scheduled to be published in the 
spring of 2014. Preparation of the issue is in progress and it is anticipated that it will contain 
at least six papers.

Kevin Johnson, the current Editor of The Antiquarian Astronomer, will be stepping down 
after the publication of volume 8. He has edited the journal since 2010, following an 
extended period as Assistant Editor. Kevin took over the editorship in difficult circumstances 
and has maintained the journal’s high standards as an authoritative publication presenting 
peer-reviewed original research in the history of astronomy. He is owed a very considerable 
debt of gratitude for this work.

We are pleased to announce that Ian Ridpath has kindly volunteered to take over as Editor of 
The Antiquarian Astronomer. He will be producing volume 9 and has already been co-opted 
to the Society’s Council in anticipation. Ian needs no introduction and brings a wealth of 
experience to the post. We welcome him most warmly and look forward to working with him.

Papers for consideration for publication in The Antiquarian Astronomer are always welcome. 
Papers should present original research in the history of astronomy and are externally 
refereed prior to publication. If you are interested in submitting one then please contact the 
current Editor, Kevin Johnson, who will be pleased to advise (contact details at the end of this 
eNews).

The Bulletin

Issue 23 of the Bulletin is currently being laid out for publication and it should be distributed 
before Christmas. This issue will contain a number of obituaries of deceased members and 
other historians of astronomy, as well as all the usual material.

Contributions for inclusion in the Bulletin are also always welcome and might include 
meeting reports, articles, letters and book reviews. Guidelines for contributions are available 
from the Bulletin’s Web pages. It is usually prudent to check with the Editor before preparing 
items, particularly for meeting reports, book reviews and obituaries, where duplication is a 
possibility. All correspondence should be sent to the Editor, as above.

Contents lists and, in many cases, the complete text, for back issues of the Bulletin are 
available from the ‘Publications’ page of the Society’s Web site.
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Back Issues of Astronomy Now Sought

Contributed by SHA member Eric Hutton (bookman@rmplc.co.uk)

From its beginning in 1987 the Astronomy Now magazine (UK) has included a society news 
page. In 1999 this listing was supplemented by a society spotlight column highlighting a 
different society each month. I have been indexing the societies mentioned, and more 
importantly the accompanying photographs, as one of  the more difficult aspects of 
researching a local society is finding photographs of a particular member.

My index only goes up to the end of 2007, and if any SHA member can donate unused copies 
of Astronomy Now or would like a  copy of the index please contact me (e-mail 
bookman@rmplc.co.uk). Three large A4 display books have been donated to the SHA 
Library containing the society news and spotlight pages and are available for inspection 
there. I am putting together a second set, which I hope when more complete will be available 
to be lent out by post from the SHA Library.

Here are a few facts from the index (up to 2007): there are 750 photographs, with Liverpool 
AS providing the most at 37. The persons most captioned in the photographs, each with 6 
appearances are Bob Mizon, Pam Spence, Robin Gorman and our own Stuart Williams. But 
with so many photographs not everyone has been mentioned in the caption, and this is where 
I hope SHA members will be able to assist by adding names to those unmentioned in the 
captions, or by pointing out mistakes.

Early Federation of Astronomical Societies Handbook

Contributed by SHA member Eric Hutton (bookman@rmplc.co.uk)

It is a shame that the SHA Library does not have a set of FAS handbooks. I have copies of 
most of the early issues, but am missing those from 1977 to 1980. Does any SHA member 
have copies of these years that they are willing to part with? If so then a full set can be 
deposited with the SHA Library. The FAS Web site http:www.fedastro.org.uk has already 
digitised most of the FAS newsletters, but is missing a few issues; once again can any SHA 
member help out? I am also trying to put together an early history of  the FAS, and would 
like to hear from you if you were involved.
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New Members

I should like to give a very warm welcome to the following new members, who have joined 
us in the last few months. We hope they will enjoy what we have to offer and will play a full 
role in the Society’s activities. Welcome aboard!

 Len Adam of Leyland, Lancashire,
 John Belling of Harrow Middlesex,
 Stewart Fraser of Gateshead,
 Robert Garfinkle of Union City, California,
 Costel Hamasz of West Didsbury, Manchester,
 Alec Jaworski of Burntwood, Staffordshire,
 Brian Jones of Bradford,
 Martin Lunn of Earby, Lancashire,
 Leonard Matula of Temple City, California,
 Mark Perry of Sheerness, Kent,
 Anthony Richards of London,
 Ian Ridpath of Brentford, Middlesex,
 Doris Vickers of Vienna,,
 Bootham’s School, York,
 The Herschel Society, Bath,
 North Essex Astronomical Society,
 Plymouth Astronomical Society,
 Loughton Astronomical Society.

Madeline Cox, Chairman

__________________________________________________________________________
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Other news

BAA Historical Section News

Contributed by Mike Frost, Section Director (frostma@aol.com)

Our next BAA historical section meeting will be on Saturday 3 May 2014 (10:30 - 17:00), at 
the Quaker Meeting Centre, Friargate, York YO1 9R, the same location at which the SHA met 
earlier this year. Our theme will be ‘North Country Astronomy, Old and New’. Our 
provisional speakers include David Sellers, talking to us about William Gascoigne, and 
Professor Tom McLeish FRS of Durham University (a former BAA member) who is part of 
the Durham Grosseteste Project (see URL http://durhamgrossetesteproject.wordpress.com/) 
an ambitious inter-disciplinary project to examine the medieval science of Robert Grosseteste 
(circa 1170-1253). We also hope to organise a lunchtime trip to view the memorial in central 
York to John Goodricke.

SHA members are warmly invited to attend. We have still not completed the programme, so 
if any other SHA members would like to speak, please contact me by e-mail at 
frostma@aol.com.

The Sky at Night and Farthings

Readers may be aware that the BBC is currently considering the future of The Sky at Night 
television programme. A petition has been started to oppose either cancellation of any 
substantial change of format and has already attracted over 40,000 signatures. This petition 
can be accessed and signed at URL:

 http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/the-bbc-please-do-not-axe-the-sky-at-night

A recent article in Sky and Telescope Magazine gives some of the background:

 http://www.skyandtelescope.com/news/Will-BBC-Cancel-The-Sky-at-
 Night-225508562.html

On a related issue, and contrary to some reports, Brian May is still considering the future of 
Sir Patrick’s home, Farthings, and no decisions have been made.
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HASTRO-L: History of Astronomy Discussion Group

HASTRO-L is a well-established e-mail discussion group covering the history of astronomy 
that is likely to be of interest to SHA members. The list’s purpose is described as:

HASTRO-L (The History of Astronomy Discussion Group) deals with matters arising in 
research and teaching of the history of astronomy in all cultures, whether Euroamerican, 
non-Western, or non-literate; all periods, ranging from prehistoric to contemporary; and 
using all approaches including social history, the philosophy of science, archeo- or ethno-
astronomy, and/or detailed studies of the technicalities of a period’s observational or 
mathematical astronomy. It was established at the request of the History of Astronomy 
Interest Group at their June ‘93 meeting at Notre Dame and currently has about 500 
members in about 40 countries on all continents.

Although HASTRO-L primarily serves those who study and teach the history of 
astronomy, we welcome others with a more general interest in the history of astronomy. 

Users must register to use the list, though registration is free. Once registered users will 
receive copies of e-mail messages posted to the list and also be able to post their own 
messages. An archive of past messages is available. Further information about the list, 
including details of how to register, are available at URL:

 http://www.astro.uni-bonn.de/~pbrosche/hist_astr/ha-hastro-l.html

2014 Doggett Prize awarded to Prof. F.R. Stephenson

Apart from standard welcome messages, the first message that I received after I recently 
joined the HASTRO-L list (above) announced that the Historical Astronomy Division of the 
American Astronomical Society had awarded the 2014 Doggett prize for Historical 
Astronomy to F.R. Stephenson, Emeritus Professor at the University of Durham, for his work 
on applied historical astronomy. It is a pleasure to congratulate Prof. Stephenson on this 
award.  (A brief report of a meeting held in Durham to celebrate Prof. Stephenson’s work on 
the occasion of his seventieth birthday appeared in Bulletin 22, Autumn 2012, p23). The full 
text of the announcement is available at URL:

 http://had.aas.org/doggett/2014doggett2stephenson.html

Historic lunar and planetary images on-line

The Faculty of Mathematical and Physical Sciences (MAPS) at University College London 
(UCL) has made a selection of rare archival lunar and planetary images available on-line, 
including a version of Walter Goodacre’s 1910 Moon Map. UCL hosts a NASA Regional 
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Planetary Image Facility (RPIF), the first to be established outside the US and the only one in 
the UK. UCL’s involvement in lunar and planetary mapping dates back to the work of Gilbert 
Fielder and later John Guest at the University of London Observatory in the mid-1960s. The 
images are available at URL:

 http://www.ucl.ac.uk/maps-faculty/space-history/

Alternatively, the Daily Telegraph has set up a gallery of some of them at URL:

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/uknews/10286584/UCL-Historic-Space-
Pictures-Published-Online-for-the-First-Time.html

Less immediately relevant to the history of astronomy, but perhaps of some interest, the 
Telegraph also has a gallery of iconic images of some of the historic facilities at Cape 
Canaveral which are now for disposal following the termination of the Space Shuttle 
programme:

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/10259574/Nasa-launch-pads-
for-sale.html

Lovecraft and Banks Remembered

H.P. Lovecraft (1890-1937) is usually remembered as an author of horror and weird fiction, 
but was also an enthusiastic amateur astronomer (see, for example, Bulletin 21, Autumn 
2011, pp33-36). The City Council of Lovecraft’s native Providence, Rhode Island have 
recently honoured him by naming the intersection of Angell Street (where Lovecraft lived for 
many years) and Prospect Street (the home of Charles Dexter Ward , one of his more famous 
characters) after him. See the Providence Journal for 17 July 2013:

 http://www.providencejournal.com/breaking-news/content/20130717-providence-
 council-names-intersection-after-hp-lovecraft.ece

Less relevant to the history of astronomy, but perhaps of interest to some members, the 
recently deceased science fiction author Iain Banks (1954-2013) has recently had an asteroid 
named after him. (5099) Iainbanks is a main belt asteroid with a period of 3.94 years that was 
discovered by Henri Debehogne in 1985. The Minor Planet Center has full details at URL:

 http://minorplanetcenter.net/blog/sci-fi-author-iain-m-banks-gets-asteroid-named-
 after-him/

__________________________________________________________________________
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Books Noticed

The following recently published books might be of interest. Listing here does not preclude 
subsequent review in the Bulletin.

Celestial Revolutionary: Copernicus, the Man and His Universe, by John Freely (Tauris), 
Nov 2013, pp.288 (Hardcover, £18.99), ISBN 978-1780763507

Most of the books written on Copernicus during the last 50 years have concentrated on his 
theories; John Freely writes about the enigmatic man.

See URL: http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Biography%20%20True%20Stories/Biography
%20general/Biography%20historical%20political%20%20military/Celestial
%20Revolutionary%20Copernicus%20the%20Man%20and%20His%20Universe.aspx?
menuitem={DFF51E2F-C0BA-4928-ACC4-415188DCDEE8}

Galileo’s Visions: Piercing the spheres of the heavens by eye and mind, by Marco Piccolino 
and Nicholas Wade (Oxford University Press), Dec 2013, pp.320 (Hardcover, £39.99), ISBN 
978-0199554355

This book analyses the scientific and philosophical work of Galileo Galilei from the 
particular viewpoint of his approach to the senses (and especially vision) as a means of 
acquiring trustworthy knowledge about the constitution of the world. For Galileo evidence 
from the senses was potentially ambiguous, hence reliable information capable of penetrating 
the complexity of reality could only be obtained by interpreting the sensory data critically.

See URL: http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780199554355.do

Observing by Hand: Sketching the Nebulae in the Nineteenth Century, by Omar Nasim 
(University of Chicago Press), Nov 2013, pp.296 (Hardcover, £31.50), ISBN 
978-0226084374

This book sheds new light on the ways in which the production and reception of hand-drawn 
images of the nebulae in the nineteenth century contributed to astronomical observation. 
Omar W. Nasim investigates hundreds of unpublished observing books and paper records 
from six famous nineteenth-century observers of the nebulae.

See URL: http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/O/bo16956377.html

The Herschel Chronicle: The Life-Story of William Herschel and his Sister Caroline 
Herschel, by Constance Lubbock (Cambridge University Press), Oct 2013, pp.418 
(Paperback, £22.99), ISBN 978-1107650015
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Originally published in 1933, this book was written with the aim of presenting the life stories 
of William and Caroline Herschel in the setting of their family circle and the broader 
historical context. The text is composed, as far as possible, from their own words, using 
extracts from William Herschel’s brief autobiographical notes and from Caroline’s very full 
journals, as well as from letters.

See URL: http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/history/history-science-general-
interest/herschel-chronicle-life-story-william-herschel-and-his-sister-caroline-herschel

Orrery: A Story of Mechanical Solar Systems, Clocks, and English Nobility (Astronomers’ 
Universe series), by Tony Buick (Springer), Oct 2013, pp.250 (Paperback, £19.95), ISBN 
978-1461470427

To find the true story of the orrery, this book takes the reader to the vibrant, tumultuous 
London of the 1600s. A mechanical model that shows the movements of the Moon and 
planets, the orrery takes its name from the Boyle family – the Earls of Orrery. Here is the 
fascinating story of the origins of this intricate device.

See URL: http://www.springer.com/astronomy/astronomy%2C+observations+and
+techniques/book/978-1-4614-7042-7

Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition (Classical Culture and Society series), by Emma Gee 
(Oxford University Press USA), Nov 2013, pp.384 (Hardcover, £40.94), ISBN 
978-0199781683

Aratus’ Phaenomena, poetically described the layout of the heavens and their effect, through 
weather, on the lives of men. This book answers the question of Aratus’ popularity by looking 
at the poem in the light of Western cosmology. It argues that the Phaenomena is the ideal 
vehicle for the integration of astronomical ‘data’ into abstract cosmology, a defining feature 
of the Western tradition. 

See URL: http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780199781683.do

Solar System Maps: From Antiquity to the Space Age by Nick Kanas (Springer Praxis), Oct 
2013, pp.359 (Paperback, £40.99) , ISBN 978-1461408956 

The story of how we have conceptualised and mapped our Solar System from antiquity to 
modern times. In addition to the complete text, the book includes 162 Solar System and 
planetary maps, diagrams, and images, plus direct quotes and figures from antiquarian, 
contemporary, and Space Age documents and photographs.

See URL: http://www.springer.com/astronomy/astronomy%2C+observations+and
+techniques/book/978-1-4614-0895-6
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Discovery and Classification in Astronomy: Controversy and Consensus, by Steven Dick 
(Cambridge University Press), Sep 2013, pp.480 (Hardcover, £30.00), ISBN 
978-1107033610

Ranging from Galileo’s observation of Jupiter’s satellites, Saturn’s rings and star clusters, to 
Herschel’s nebulae and the modern discovery of quasars and pulsars, Steven J. Dick’s 
comprehensive history identifies the concept of ‘extended discovery’ as the engine of 
progress in astronomy. 

See URL: http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/astronomy/history-astronomy-
and-cosmology/discovery-and-classification-astronomy-controversy-and-consensus

The Routledge Guidebook to Galileo’s Dialogue, by Maurice Finocchiaro (Routledge), Jul 
2013, pp.384 (Paperback, £16.99), ISBN 9780415503686

The Dialogue contains Galileo’s mature synthesis of astronomy, physics, and methodology, 
and a critical confirmation of Copernicus’s hypothesis of the earth’s motion. This Guidebook 
introduces and analyses: the intellectual background and historical context of the Copernican 
controversy and Inquisition trial; and, the key arguments and critiques that Galileo presents 
on both sides of the ‘dialogue’.

See URL: http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415503686/

Making Waves: The Story of Ruby Payne-Scott: Australian Pioneer Radio Astronomer 
(Astronomers’ Universe series), by Miller Goss (Springer), Jul 2013, pp.300 (Paperback, 
£35.99), ISBN 978-3642357510

This book is an abbreviated, partly re-written version of ‘Under the Radar - The First Woman 
in Radio Astronomy: Ruby Payne-Scott.’ It addresses a general readership interested in 
historical and sociological aspects of astronomy and presents the biography of Ruby Payne-
Scott (1912-1981). As the first female radio astronomer (and one of the first people in the 
world to consider radio astronomy), she made classic contributions to solar radio physics. 

See URL: http://www.springer.com/astronomy/book/978-3-642-35751-0

__________________________________________________________________________
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eNews admin
 
Next Issue

The next issue will be circulated around 1 January 2014.

Contributions for inclusion in this issue should reach me by 28 December 2013.

Snippets for the eNews, typically notices of forthcoming events, are always welcome. Longer 
items suitable for the SHA Bulletin are also welcome and should be sent to the same address.

Contact Details

All correspondence regarding the eNews or Bulletin should be sent to:
Clive Davenhall. 30, Millar Crescent, Morningside, Edinburgh, EH10 5HH, UK.
e-mail: newsletter@shastro.org.uk

All correspondence regarding The Antiquarian Astronomer should be sent to:
Kevin L. Johnson. 38, Tuns Hill Cottages, Reading, RG6 1NB, UK.
e-mail: theaa@shastro.org.uk

Inquiries regarding membership should be sent to the Membership Secretary:
Bob Bower, Tigh Na Bruaich, Port Logan, Stranraer, DG9 9NE, UK.
e-mail: membership@shastro.org.uk

All inquiries relating to meetings should be sent to:
Madeline Cox, 4, Rutland Close, Warsop, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG20 0DY, UK. 
e-mail:chair@shastro.org.uk

General Communications to the Society should be sent to the Acting General Secretary:
Bob Bower, Tigh Na Bruaich, Port Logan, Stranraer, DG9 9NE, UK.
e-mail: membership@shastro.org.uk
Note change following Stuart Williams’ resignation.

SHA Web site: http://www.shastro.org.uk/
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