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Time  Speaker Subject Note 
09.30 

to 

10.00 

 REGISTRATION Refreshments will be 

available in the lecture 
theatre 

10.00  Bob Bower, Chairman, 

SHA 

Welcome to the BMI 

  

 

 

10.15 

to 

11.15 

Bill Barton FRAS 

SHA 
“The Chaldean  

Astronomical Society” 

The Chaldean Society 

was established in 1916, 

so this year marks their 
Centenary.  

11.15 

to 

12.15 

Dr Lee Macdonald 

FRAS 

SHA & BAA 

“George Airy and the Origins of 

the Magnetic and Meteorological 

Department at Greenwich” 

This lecture will 

investigate the origins 

and early years of the 
‘Mag. and Met.’ 

department in the 

scientific and political 
context of the 1830s and 

1840s 

12.15 

to 

13.30 

 LUNCH BREAK Delegates are asked to 

make their own 

arrangements. There is 

an excellent cafeteria 
upstairs; pub nearby. 

13.30 Bob Bower, 
Chairman SHA 

Welcome back  

13.30 

to 

c14.30 

SHA COUNCIL  2016 Annual General Meeting All Members and 

Guests welcome 

 

c14.30 

to 

15.30 

Dr Mike Leggett 
FRAS 

SHA, Coordinator for 

Buckinghamshire 

“The Hartwell Synod:  

Doctor John Lee, Admiral Smyth, 

and their associates” 

Presenting Lee's 
Observatory at Hartwell 

House, Smyth's 
involvement, Lee's 

assistants (inc. William 

R. Birt, James Glaisher, 
Norman Pogson), and 

local observatories. 

 
15.30 

to 

16.00 

 AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS Tea or coffee and 

biscuits will be provided  

16.00 

to 

17.00 

Dr Allan Chapman 
FRAS 
President SHA 

“ Mary Somerville and the 

British Grand Amateur Tradition” 

Dr Allan Chapman is 
our Honorary President. 

17.00  Bob Bower CONCLUSIONS & DISPERSAL Safe Journey home 

 
Since 2010 the AGM has had a regular time and venue; the Autumn Conference on the last Saturday in 

October, at the BMI. As usual, members are invited to raise any issues concerning the Society during the 

AGM. The Agenda, and Minutes of the 2015 AGM, will be published in advance. 

The above programme offers an interesting mixed bag that should appeal to all. 

Booking in advance, at £5 per person for members, £10 per person for non-members, to subsidise room hire 

and catering, helps enormously to facilitate arrangements –  

to pre-register please contact Gerard Gilligan ggastro@liverpool.ac.uk 

If you would like to give a talk at the next conference, do please contact me. 

Bob Bower, Chairman, chairman@shastro.org.uk 

 

mailto:ggastro@liverpool.ac.uk
mailto:chair@shastro.org.uk


Mr Bill Barton FRAS: 

'The Chaldæan Society' 

 

The Chaldæan Society was a UK amateur astronomical group 

that operated in the nineteen-twenties. One reference I have 

come across states that it was founded in late 1916 hence 

this year the group celebrates its centenary. 
 

Dr Lee Macdonald FRAS: 

'George Airy and the Origins of the Magnetic and Meteorological Department at 

Greenwich' 

 

'Founded in the late 1830s and early 1840s, not long after George 

Biddell Airy became Astronomer Royal, the Magnetic and 

Meteorological Department at Greenwich quickly assumed great 

scientific importance and gained much publicity in mid-Victorian 

Britain.  Yet little has been written as to how and why research into 

geomagnetism and meteorology began at Greenwich.  This paper 

will use archival evidence and surviving artefacts in the National 

Maritime Museum’s collections to investigate the origins and early years of the ‘Mag. 

and Met.’ department in the scientific and political context of the 1830s and 1840s 

and also in the context of Airy's life and work.  I show that the origins of the 

department owe much to the initiative of Airy, who emerges from the story as a 

somewhat radical scientific innovator for his time.' 

Dr Mike Leggett FRAS: 

‘The Hartwell Synod: Dr John Lee, Admiral Smyth, and Associates’ 

Based in part on the SHA Survey for Bucks, 

the talk covers Dr John Lee and W H 

Smyth, Dr Lee's observatory at Hartwell 

House, the assistants of Dr Lee (including 

William Radcliff Birt, James Epps, John 

Glaisher, Samuel Horton and Norman 

Robert Pogson), and various contemporaries 

(or near contemporaries) in Aylesbury and 

nearby villages including Rev James Law Challis (Hartwell & Stone), Thomas Dell 

(Aylesbury), Rev William Fletcher (Stone), William Stephen Jacob (Stone), Rev 

Charles Lowndes (Hartwell), Rev Joseph Bancroft Reade (Stone) and Joseph Turnbull 

(Aylesbury). 

Dr Allan Chapman FRAS 

‘Mary Somerville and the British Grand Amateur Tradition’ 

Mary Somerville (1780 – 1872), after whom Somerville College 

Oxford was named, was the first woman scientist to win an 

international reputation entirely in her own right, rather than 

through association with a scientific brother or father. She was 

active in astronomy, one of the most demanding branches of 

science in her day. One factor which made her career and 

reputation possible was social composition of the world at that 

time. For early nineteenth-century science in Britain was 

dominated not by salaried professionals, but by ‘Grand Amateurs’ who paid for their 

own research using private resources. Unhampered by the lack of university 

education, Mary Somerville was to science what Jane Austen was to the English novel 

and what Frances Trollope was to travel writing. 
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