
Society for the History of Astronomy Research Grants

REGULATIONS FOR APPLICANTS

1. The Society for the History of Astronomy (SHA) invites applications for Small Research 
Grants to support original research in the history of astronomy.

2. The grants are available to finance any expenses incurred while pursuing a research 
project in the history of astronomy, broadly understood.

3. Only SHA members in good standing are eligible to apply.

4. Grants are available in an annual round, starting on 1 September each year. Each year the 
SHA shall announce the total sum available for disbursement. Applicants may apply for 
an amount up to and including the total available.

5. In order to be eligible for consideration at the start of each annual round applications 
should be submitted by 1 July. However, applications for any remaining unallocated 
monies may be submitted at any time during the year.

6. Applications must be submitted using the appropriate application form, copies of which 
can be obtained from the Society’s Web site. An application must include a short Case for 
Support. Some guidelines for completing this Case for Support are appended below.

7. For a given application the SHA may award the total amount requested, award a smaller 
amount or choose to make no award.

8. The Case for Support shall be written in English.

9. If an application is to support a project leading to a degree or other recognised academic 
qualification then it should be accompanied by a letter of support from the applicant’s 
supervisor or tutor on letterhead paper.

10. Each year the SHA will publish the names of successful applicants and the titles of their 
projects. However, it will treat all other details of an application as confidential.

11. Once the year in which a grant was awarded has elapsed the applicant will submit a short 
report for suitable publication (at the Editor’s discretion) in the SHA Bulletin describing 
how the money was spent and how it contributed to the applicant’s project. 
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12. Successful applicants are also invited, but not required, to report their research in SHA 
publications, present their findings at SHA meetings and deposit a copy of their 
completed work in the SHA Library.

13. The decision of the SHA is final and no correspondence will be entered into.

Guidelines for Completing a Case for Support
for an SHA Small Research Grant

Applicants for an SHA Small Research Grant may wish to address some of the following 
points in their Case for Support.

1. A brief description of the subject being researched (person, institution, instruments etc).

2. Any new or original insights that are expected to emerge from the research.

3. The wider impact of the work on the understanding of the history of astronomy.

4. The specific purpose for which monies are requested (travel, accommodation, 
subsistence, library fees, publication fees etc) and an explanation of why these expenses 
are necessary.

5. The current status of the project.

6. Any plans for publishing the research and details of any degree or other academic 
qualification towards which it will contribute.

7. Brief biographical details of the applicant, including any current position held and 
previously completed projects. (The Case for Support should not include a CV or list of 
publications but may include a URL where these details can be found.)
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